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Eschatology—Doctrine of Future Events
Emphasizing a Pretribulation Premillennial Rapture of the Saints

L

Dr. Carl E. Sadler

Some introductory remarks.

A. There has been a revival of interest in Christ’s return.

1. Christ’s return has always been important to Bible believers, but even more
so today.

2. Now, surprisingly, this interest is among the more liberals too.
a. All of the interest is not necessarily to our good.
b. There is a great trend to explain-away many realities by making some

kind of spiritual application.

3. We still have the skeptics saying, Where is the promise of His coming? (II

Peter 3:4).

- There are several different positions concerning the return of Christ and the

doctrine of last things. The three prominent positions are Amillennialism,

Postmillennialism, and Premillennialism. The names of all three positions are

derived from the Latin word millennium which means thousand (Latin mille)

years (Latin annus or ennium).

1. Amillennialism—the Greek prefix a- means without, no, not, un- and is the
Greek prefix to negate. This position is often described as the study of
future events in which Christ comes without millennium (a-millennium) in
the future. The major tenets of the amillennium position are:

a. There will no literal reign of Christ for 1000 years, hence the name
amillennialism.

b. Christ’s 1000 year reign mentioned in Revelation 20 is either figurative
of the present age with Christ on the throne in heaven, or is figurative
of the eternal kingdom after all things have been put down.

¢. Satan is bound now; he will be loosed for a little season; then he will be
overcome and cast into the lake of fire.

d. All mankind will be raised at the same time and will be judged at the
great white throne judgment at the same time in a general judgment.

2. Postmillennialism—the Greek prefix Ppost- means dfter, behind. This posi-
tion is often described as the study of future events in which Christ comes
in the future after millennium (post-millennium). The major tenets of the
postmillennium position are:
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in the future after millennium (post-millennium). The major tenets of the

postmillennium position are:

a. There will be a literal 1000 years of an ideal kingdom on earth, or it may
be for a longer period of time.

b. This ideal kingdom will come as a result of the preaching of the gospel.

c. Christ’s coming will be at the end of this Utopia on earth.

d. Satan will be bound in the bottomless pit during this kingdom.

€. There will be a tribulation before the millennium. It may be the great
tribulation or any tribulation that the saints must endure before the
gospel is victorious.

f. All mankind will be raised at the same time and will be judged at the
great white throne judgment at the same time in a general judgment.

. Premillennialism—the Latin prefix pre- means before, in front of. This

position is often described as the study of future events in which Christ

comes before millennium (pre-millennium) in the future. The major tenets
of the premillennium position are:

a. There will be a literal 1000 year reign of Christ on earth; therefore, He
must return before the millennium.

b. Christ will sit upon His own throne which was the throne of David, and
He will reign over all the earth with His saints,

¢. Christ will subdue all nations of earth before His reign on earth and
Satan will be bound during that 1000 year reign.

d. Satan will be loosed after the 1000 years and will be free long enough to
deceive many on the earth, but God will overcome him and cast him into
the lake of fire.

e. Christians will be judged at the judgment seat of Christ before the
millennial reign, and the lost will be judged at the great white throne after
Satan’s destruction. There is no general judgment at one time for all of
humanity.

f. All who are premillennialists do not agree concerning when the saints
of this age will be resurrected and translated. The reason for this
difference is the different concepts of what constitutes the tribulation
and different concepts of the purpose of the tribulation. These differen-
ces will be described in this treatise.

C. Within the three prominent views of millennialism, the four prominent views

of the translation (rapture) of the saints are as follows:

1. The partial rapture theory is held by premillennialists who believe that:

a. Only the faithful saints will be translated before the tribulation.

b. The remaining saints will be translated either during or at the end of the
tribulation.

2. The mid-tribulation rapture theory is held by premillennialists who believe

that:

a. The translation of the saints will take place in the middle of the seven
years of tribulation.

b. These believe that the great tribulation is only the last half of the seven
years of tribulation.

c. The living saints will go through the milder part of the tribulation, but
will miss the great time of wrath,
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3. The post-tribulation rapture theory is held by the amillennialists, the
postmillennialists, and some historical premillennialists, all of whom who
believe that: :

a. Saints will be translated after tribulation, whatever the tribulation is.

b. These have difficulty accepting a literal seven-year tribulation period.
Instead, these define the tribulation as this entire age we are in now, or
the tribulation may even be shorter than seven years at the close of this
age.

4. Thegprc-tribulation rapture theory is believed by premillennialists who
believe that:

a. All of the living saints will be raptured when Jesus comes for His saints.

b. Jesus comes for His saints at the beginning of the great tribulation.

¢. The Holy Spirit will be taken out of the way (i.e., taken out as He came
at Pentecost), and the antichrist will then be able to do whatever he
desires to do.

d. This group believes the rapture is a special event for the believers of this
dispensation. '

D. The correct conception of the Rapture Question is important to the right
understanding of the wonderful expectation of Christ’s return and that which
follows.

1. The term rapture is not a Biblical term but rapture is a Biblical doctrine.
The rapture may be defined as the translation of the saints and this is only
part of a larger doctrine called Eschatology.

2. Though some Christians have considered the rapture unimportant, the
question of the rapture has been a major problem for the Christian faith.
a. No, the rapture is not a trivial matter in understanding the doctrines of

last things.

b. The rapture is an issue of great practical and doctrinal implications.

3. The rapture cannot be discussed meaningfully without assuming the
authority of the Scriptures.

a. The Bible is the only place we have any truth concerning last things.

b. There is much Scriptural revelation to comprehend concerning the
rapture of the saints.

¢. There are also many kindred truths associated with the rapture. If those
kindred truths are not comprehended properly, then the reality of the
rapture will be missed.

d. One of those kindred truths is the great tribulation.

(1) So much has been said about the great tribulation in Scripture, yet
so little is known.

(2) Many earnest believers yearn to know, Is this terrible great tribulation
time for me? Will I have to live during that time?

(3) Christ’s disciples were perplexed also, And as he [Christ] sat upon the
mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us,
when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming,
and of the end of the world? And Jesus answered and said unto them,
Take heed that no man deceive you (Matthew 24:3-4 ).

E. Brethren, I love you, and I will not let my differences with you concerning
eschatology destroy that love that I have for you in Christ.

1. If you do not believe in the Premillennial-Pretribulation rapture of the
saints, I am firing across your bow.
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2. 1 hope you will receive my comments as I mean to deliver them—in love.
3. Of course, I plan to convince you that my position is in harmony with the
Bible, and is the right position for the study of future events.

IIl. Some things needed to be understood that are kindred to the
rapture.

A. The great tribulation—For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since
the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be (Matthew 24:21);
And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which
came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white
in the blood of the Lamb (Revelation 7:14).

1. Do these verses describe the great tribulation or not?

a. Ifthese verses are not describing the great tribulation, then my discussion
has no meaning.

b. If these verses are describing the great tribulation, then the majority of
Christians must rethink their positions.

2. The great tribulation concerns Israel, not the church nor saints of this age.

a. Of course, those who think God has no place in His economy for the
nation of Israel will disagree.

b. The Scriptures declare this tribulation is a prelude to Israel’s restora-
tion; to prepare Israel to accept their Messiah as Saviour.

c¢. This tribulation is an ending of Gentile world dominion which was called
the times of the Gentiles—And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and
shall be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden
down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled (Luke
21:24).

3. Many Scriptures have had no literal fulfillment that pertains to Israel’s
tribulation previous to their restoration.

a. Deuteronomy 4:29-31—Some shall be saved out of tribulation; nations
will be destroyed. Nothing like this happened in 70 A.D. nor since.

b. Jeremiah 30:4-11—Nothing like this time of Jacob’s trouble has ever
occurred. Israel will be saved out of it, but the Gentiles will be destroyed.

¢. Daniel 7:7-8, 15-27—The fourth beast shall make war with saints.....wear
them out for three and one-half years. Then the kingdom is to be given
to the saints.

d. Zechariah 13:8-14:5—The Lord will bring one-third of Israel through
the fire and refine them. The nations that oppose the Lord will be
destroyed.

4. The attitude of those who believe the rapture will be after the tribulation

(Post-tribulation Premillennialism).

a. No definite time and this is not serious enough to interfere with the
outward march of the church/kingdom to victory.

b. Not much uniformity among them for they tend to spiritualize the great
tribulation.

c. Examples:

(1) George H. Fromow—The church is already passing through the great
tribulation.....Rev. 7:14 s the only passage where the tribulation is called
grear... Fromow seems to ignore Marthew 24:21/
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(2) Philip Mauro on Jeremiah 30—The prophecies we are studying speak

not of a tribulation greater in magnitude or extent, but different in kind...
5. The attitude of those who believe the rapture will be before the tribulation

(Pretribulation Premillennialism).

a. They have a literal interpretation; the period is of seven years duration.

b. There will be difficult trials for the saints saved during the tribulation
because they will not worship the antichrist.

c. There will be trouble for Israel from all the nations; especially the
revived Roman Empire under antichrist.

d. Trouble from God upon the nations; especially the antichrist and his
followers.

(1) God’s wrath upon the earth and its people.

(2) God’s taking back what Satan took from Adam.

(3) God taking back what the nations took from Israel.

e. All this tribulation will come after the rapture of the saints of this age.

f. All unsaved folks will be left to become a part of the ungodly worship.

6. The nature of the tribulation is a major theological problem.

a. Common ground must be established before any intellectual discussion
can occur.

b. The users of a literal interpretation and those who spiritualize can not
and will not find any common ground.

c. Those who think the tribulation is in the past, or is not serious enough
to have any purpose, will never be able to agree with those who think it
is yet future, is to be the greatest tribulation of all, and has a purpose in
it for God’s redemptive plan.

d. Philip Mauro is a good example of those who tend to spiritualize the
great tribulation period:

(1)...it is the well known fact that the Jewish nation came to its end with a
time of tribulation...conclusive to our mind is proof that the great
tribulation of Matt. 24:21 was the approaching siege of Jerusalem.
Mauro is in error because the Scriptures always relate the great
tribulation with the Jewish restoration rather than their destruction.
The Jewish nation is going strong today.

(2)In Mauro’s comments on Daniel 12:2, he states ....many that
sleep...this is commonly taken as referring to the bodily resurrection of
the dead, and this is one reason why the entire passage is regulated to
the future. But these are common figurative expressions for...those...who
are aroused by a message from God...The whole nation of Israel was
“awakened” out of sleep...through the ministry of John the Baptist...
Mauro is in error because he spiritualizes away this prophecy as he
does all other prophecy.

B. The Bible makes a distinction between the saints of this age and the saints of
other ages.

1. Unless this distinction is recognized, confusion will reign.

2. The saints of this age are the only ones the Bible says are in Christ.

3. When the saints of this age die, they are asleep in Jesus.

4. The saints of this age are to organize in a body which is the church, and this
mystery was hidden in past ages according to Paul—This is a great mystery:
but I speak concerning Christ and the church (Ephesians 5:32).
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5. The saints of this age are grafted in because of Israel’s unbelief and will be
cut off before Israel is restored (Romans 11).

6. The translation of the living saints of this age is peculiar to them; nothing
is said of any other group of saints being translated. Old Testament saints
did not expect to be translated. They expected to enter the kingdom in their
natural bodies, as do the saints living at the end of the tribulation. But the
saints of this age who are alive at the rapture will be translated, and their
translation is called a mystery—51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not
all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an
eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised
incorruptible, and we shall be changed (I Corinthians 15:51-52).

7. The saints of this age are not spiritual Israel. They are either saved Gentiles
or saved Jews, but when organized properly they are the churches of our
Lord.

8. Thesaints of the tribulation are not called church or churches, for the saved
people of the churches and the church as an institution have been removed
to heaven.

The Bible clearly establishes two distinct episodes that take place when our
Lord returns: the imminent coming of Christ FOR His saints, and the coming
of Christ in glory and power WITH His saints. Neither of this episodes can be
ignored or eliminated without harm to the verbal inspiration of the Scrip-
tures.

L. The imminent coming of Christ FOR His saints is sudden and may happen
atany time (imminent). Scriptures reveal that Jesus is coming again for the
specific purpose of gathering the saints of this age unto Himself in
heaven—1I3 But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning
them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.
14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which
sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 15 For this we say unto you by the word
of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord
shall not prevent them which are asleep. 16 For the Lord himself shall descend
Jrom heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump
of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 17 Then we which are alive and
remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord
in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 18 Wherefore comfort one
another with these words (I Thessalonians 4:13-18).

a. Christ comes and those who are dead in Christ will arise taking on new
bodies—35 But some man will say, How are the dead raised up? and with
what body do they come? 36 Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not
quickened, except it die: 37 And that which thou sowest, thou sowest not
that body that shall be, but bare grain, it may chance of wheat, or of some
other grain: 38 But God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him, and to every
seed his own body.....42 So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in
corruption; it is raised in incorruption: 43 It is sown in dishonour; it is raised
in glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power: 44 It is sown a natural
body; it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a
spiritual body.....49 And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall
also bear the image of the heavenly. 50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh
and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God: neither doth corruption
inherit incorruption (I Corinthians 15:35-50).
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b. The saved who are living will at the same time be translated (raptured)
in their new bodies and go with the resurrected saints to be with Christ
for ever more. They will be with Him in the clouds as He went away—
And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up;
and a cloud received him out of their sight (Acts 1:9).

c. Jesus told His disciples He was going away to prepare a place for them
and was going to return and take them to His Father’s house—I Let not
your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also inme. 2 Inmy Father’s
house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to
prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be
also (John 14:1-3).

2. The coming of Christ in glory and power WITH His saints to conquer His
enemies. At this coming Christ will sct up His kingdom on earth and will
reign 1000 years.

a. This phase of the second return is preceded by great times of trouble for
His people and for His enemies—For, behold, the LORD cometh out of
his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity: the earth
aiso shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain (Isaiah
26:21); For, behold, the LORD cometh forth out of his place, and will come
down, and tread upon the high places of the earth (Micah 1:3); 12:10 And
Iwill pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom
they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his
only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for
his firstborn.....14:3 Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those
nations, as when he fought in the day of battle. 4 And his feet shall stand in
that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east,
and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east
and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the
mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south
(Zechariah 12:10; 14:3-4); And then shall appear the sign of the Son of
man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they
shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and
great glory (Matthew 24:30); When Christ, who is our life, shall appear,
then shallye also appear with him in glory (Colossians 3:4); To the end he
may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our
Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints a
Thessalonians 3:13); And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied
of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints
(Jude 14); These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall
overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are
with him are called, and chosen, and faithful (Revelation 17:14); 11 And I
saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him
was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth Judge and make
war.....13 And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name
is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies which were in heaven
Jollowed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 15
And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the
nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the
winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16 And he hath on
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his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND

LORD OF LORDS. 17 And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he

cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven,

Come and gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great God; 18

That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh

of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and

the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small and great. 19 And I saw
the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to
make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army. 20 And
the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles
before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the
beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into

a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 21 And the remnant were slain with

the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his

mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh (Revelation 19:11-21 )-
b. Itis evident that Christ coming FOR His saints and Christ coming WITH

His saints cannot be at the same time (read I Thessalonians 4 and John

14).

3. There are two things that can be done with these two distinct phases of the
second coming of Christ: (1) believe them, allowing a time between the two
to keep their distinction, or (2) get rid of one or the other by either ignoring
the Scriptures of spiritualizing them so they mean something the language
does not say.

a. Ifyou believe that there are two distinct phases of the second coming of

Christ.

(1) Itis obvious that time needs to be allowed for the predicted episodes
on earth and in heaven to take place: (1) the judgment seat of Christ
of the saints in heaven; and (2) the judgment on earth of the rebel-
lious nations and Israel’s trials to prepare them to receive Jesus as
their Saviour and Messiah.

(2) This means believing other Scriptures that teach a judgment for
Christians that is separate from the judgment for the lost; therefore,
there is no one general judgment for all.

(3) The Scriptures must be believed literally which pertain to (1) Christ’s
1000 year reign on earth with His saints, and (2) God’s purpose for
Israel’s future.

b. Ifyou believe that there are not two distinct phases of the second coming
of Christ; you must spiritualize or ignore the distinctions.

(1) Those who do not believe in a pre-tribulation rapture have done this
to the coming of Christ for His saints by saying that John 14 takes
place at the death of the saints and not at the rapture.

(2) Others join together the two phases of the second coming. Reece
does this and states, Immediately before the day of the Lord falls, God
can call His saints to Himself without the necessity of an additional
advent a generation earlier. The righteous shall first be removed and
then judgment shall fall.

(3) Some get rid of the reign of Christ on earth (as noted earlier); others
getrid of or weaken the great tribulation by some kind of spiritualiz-
ing away the clear meaning of Scripture.

c. Irealize that there are symbols in the Scriptures and that even the literal
meaning may have some spiritual applications, but to base the inter-
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pretation of the Scriptures to a great extent upon spiritual meanings will
lead to many fallacies in our Bible apprehension. If it can be taken
literally, by all means do so! We honor God when we take Him literally
as saying what He means and meaning what He says.

III. Summary conclusions.

A. Follow the Scriptures from today until all God’s children shall dwell with Him
in the new heaven and new earth where, .....Behold, the tabernacle of God is
with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God
himself shall be with them, and be their God. 4 And God shall wipe away all tears
from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying,
neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away
(Revelation 21:3-4).

1. We are now living in the last days and the Lord may come for His own at
any moment.

2. When He comes for us these vile bodies will be made new like unto His
glorious body and we will live with Him forever.

3. We will stay awhile in heaven for the judgment of the things done in our
bodies and will receive our rewards.

4. We shall then come to earth with Him and rule with HIm for 1000 years in
a restored earth,

5. After this reign and Christ has brought all things under His power, He will
give all things over to the Father and we will have fellowship with the
Godhead in a new heaven and a new earth forever.

B. My desire is to know the TRUTH, just as I trust it is your desire to know the
TRUTH. We often have difficulty getting to the truth. The old nature that all
Christians still possess hinders our ability and our desire to know the truth.
Each one of us possess a certain amount of prejudices that came from our
background and our own experiences. Our arch enemy, the devil, has never
let-up in his relentless pursuit of causing us to doubt or disbelieve God’s
Word. I do not know it all—I wish I did. But I probably could not stand it if I
did, because what I do know imperfectly makes me rejoice unspeakably. It is
marvelous to know what truth I do know about my God and His purposes.
The things I teach I do so because I believe them to be true. I have had to
change my ideas in my 58 years as a Christian and 52 years as a minister. If [
live longer I am sure I will rid myself of other foolish ideas. May God give all
of us the grace to change to conform to His blessed truths for He never
changes, Praise God!—And be not conformed to this world: but be ye trans-
Jformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and
acceptable, and perfect, will of God (Romans 12:20).
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Notes



