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To those who fear that confidence will make one foolhardy, believing in
eternal security is a sure way to make believers stray. But to those who
have ultimate trust in God and His sovereignty, believing in eternal
security encourages boldness in the faith and provides comfort for the
Christian warrior in the battle against evil. It may be impossible to
provide an exhaustive treatment for the subject of eternal security. The
basic issue is this: Is Salvation the work of God? If so, (1) He sets the
parameters, and (2) He does it all!

Objections commonly expressed to the Biblical doctrine of eternal
security of the saints.

Erroneous belief that eternal security provides is no restraint for
the saved. You can get saved and do anything.

Supposed examples of people who were Christians but now are not.

False belief that denial of faith removes the channel (condition) of
salvation.

Salvation is a gift—8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves: it is the gift of God (Ephesians 2:8); For the wages
of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ
our Lord (Romans 6:23); Not by works of righteousness which we have
done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost (Titus 3:5 ); And I give
unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any
man pluck them out of my hand (John 10:28).

A. Salvation cannot be purchased even partially—A4nd if by grace, then is it no
more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then it is
no more grace: otherwise work is no more work (Romans 11 :6).
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C.

Salvation cannot be maintained by human works—Not of works, lest any man
should boast (Ephesians 2:9).

God begins and completes the work of salvation in the believer—I1.6 Being
confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.....2:13 Foritis God which worketh in you
both to will and to do of his good pleasure (Philippians 1:6, 2:13); For if the word
spoken by angels was stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience received
a just recompence of reward (Hebrews 2:2).

VI. Salvation is irreversible.
A. Redeemed by the Son—24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemp-

tion that is in Christ Jesus: 25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation
through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins
that are past, through the forbearance of God; 26 To declare, I say, at this time
his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth
in Jesus (Romans 3:24-26); 1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 2 By whom also we have access by faith
into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.....9 Much
more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through
him. 10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of
his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.....21 That as
sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto
eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord (Romans 5); Who is he that condemneth?
It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand
of God, who also maketh intercession for us (Romans 8 34); Christ hath
redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written,
Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree (Galatians 3:13); 13 And you, being
dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together
with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; 14 Blotting out the handwriting of
ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the
way, nailing it to his cross (Colossians 2:13-14).

. Justified by the Father-5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of

God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. 6 For
when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For
scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some
would even dare to die. 8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5:5-8); 31 What shall we then
say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? 32 He that spared
not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also
Jreely give us all things? 33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect?
It is God that justifieth (Romans 8:31-33); 10 He that believeth on the Son of
God hath the witness in himself: he that believeth not God hath made him a liar;
because he believeth not the record that God gave of his Son. 11 And this is the
record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 He that
hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life (I John
5:10-12).

- Sealed by the Holy Spirit—8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please

God. 9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God
dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 10
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Andif Christ be inyou, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because
of righteousness. 11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead
dwellinyou, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal
bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.....15 For ye have not received the spirit
of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we
cry, Abba, Father (Romans 8:8-11, 15); Who hath also sealed us, and given the
earnest of the Spirit in our hearts (II Corinthians 1:22); 13 In whom ye also
trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom
also after thatye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 14 Which
is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession,
unto the praise of his glory.....And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye
are sealed unto the day of redemption (Ephesians 1:13-14, 4:30).

VII. Salvation is more than forgiveness of past sins and includes:

A. Forgiveness of our sins based on propitiation (when the payment was made at
Calvary, all sins were future)—And you, being dead in your sins and the
uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having
forgiven you all trespasses (Colossians 2:13); 9 Then said he, Lo, I come to do
thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that he may establish the second. 10 By
the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ
oncefor all. 11 And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes
the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins: 12 But this man, after he
had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God; 13
From henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool. 14 For by one
offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified. 15 Whereof the Holy
Ghost also is a witness to us: for after that he had said before, 16 This is the
covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, I will put
miy laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them; 17 And their sins
and iniquities will I remember no more (Hebrews 10:9-17); And he is the
propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole
world (I John 2:2); For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that
we might be made the righteousness of God in him (II Corinthians 5:21).

B. New birth which gives new nature—Which were born, not of blood, nor of the
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God (John 1:13); Being born again,
not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and
abideth for ever (I Peter 1:23); 4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the
world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. 5 Who is
he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?
(IJohn 5:4-5).

C. God taking up permanent residence in the believer—Let your conversation be

without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath
said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee (Hebrews 13:5).

D. Seating in the Heavenlies—And hath raised us up together, and made us sit
together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 2:6).

E. Adoption into God’s family—For ye have not received the spirit of bondage
again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba,
Father (Romans 8:15); 26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ
Jesus. 27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither
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male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if ye be Christ’s, then
areye Abraham'’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. 1 Now I say, That the
heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord
of all; 2 But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father.
3 Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the
world: 4 But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made
of awoman, made under the law, 5 To redeem them that were under the law, that
we might receive the adoption of sons. 6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent
forth the Spirit of his Son intoyour hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 7 Wherefore thou
artno more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ
(Galatians 3:26-4:7).

. Open access to the Throne of Mercy—Let us therefore come boldly unto the

throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need
(Hebrews 4:16).

. Eternal life—And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God,

and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent (John 17:3); 11 And this is the record, that
God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.....20 And we know
that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may
know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ.
This is the true God, and eternal life (I John 5:11, 20).

- Everlasting life—For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,

that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life (John
3:16).

This list is not exhaustive and references are samples of many others for each
point.

VIIL Salvation is based on God’s promises that:
A. God gives everlasting life—3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his

only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.....5:24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and
believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into
condemnation; but is passed from death unto life (John 3:16, 5:24 ).

- God gives the right of sonship to those who receive Christ—But as many as

received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them
that believe on his name (John 1:12).

We have passed from death unto life [permanently] (John 5:24).

. We shall not come into condemnation (John 5:24).

The Lord will never leave us nor forsake us—Let your conversation be without

covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will
never leave thee, nor forsake thee (Hebrews 13:5 ).

The Lord has given us all that pertains to life and godliness—dAccording as his
divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness,

through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue (II Peter
1:3).

. The Lord will never cast us out—A/l that the Father giveth me shall come to

me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out (John 6:37).
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H. Nothing will separate us from God’s love—Nor height, nor depth, nor any other
creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord (Romans 8:39).

L. We will be victorious—4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world:
and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. 5 Who is he that
overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? (I John
5:4-5); Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that
loved us (Romans 8:37).

J. Thislist is not exhaustive and references are samples of many others for each
point.

IX. Salvation is a relationship.

A. The Father hears and gives—23 And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily,
verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give
it you. 24 Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive,
that your joy may be full. 25 These things have I spoken unto you in proverbs: but
the time cometh, when I shall no more speak unto you in proverbs, but I shall
shew you plainly of the Father. 26 At that day ye shall ask in my name: and I say
not unto you, that I will pray the Father for you: 27 For the Father himself loveth
you, becauseye have loved me, and have believed that I came out from God (John
16:23-27); 7 Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it
shall be opened unto you: 8 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that
seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. 9 Or what man is
there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give him a stone? 10 Or if he ask
a fish, will he give him a serpent? 11 Ifye then, being evil, know how to give good
gifts unto your children, how much more shail your Father which is in heaven
give good things to them that ask him? (Matthew 7:7-11 )

B. The Son intercedes on our behalf—Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that
died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who
also maketh intercession for us (Romans 8:34 ); Wherefore he is able also to save
them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make
intercession for them (Hebrews 7:25 ).

C. The Holy Spirit indwells the believer—9 But Ye are not in the flesh, but in the
Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead
because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 But if the Spirit
of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ
Jrom the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in
Yyou. 12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh.
13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify
the deeds of the body, ye shall live. 14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God,
they are the sons of God. 15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again
10 fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.
16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our Spirit, that we are the children of God:
17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ: if so be
that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. 18 For I reckon
that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the
glory which shall be revealed in us. 19 For the earnest expectation of the creature
waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. 20 For the creature was made
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subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath Subjected the same
in hope, 21 Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage
of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 22 For we know that
the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. 23 And
not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we
ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption
of our body. 24 For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for
what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for? 25 But if we hope for that we see
not, then do we with patience wait for it. 26 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our
infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit
itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 27 And
he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he
maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God. 28 And we know
that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the
called according to his purpose (Romans 8:9-28 );14:17 Even the Spirit of truth;
whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him:
but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in You.....20:22 And when
he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy
Ghost (John 14:17, 20:22).





