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Christology—Study of Christ: The Atonement
What Happened On The Cross

Donald R. Foose

I.  Death of Christ a rewarding study

A. Many erroneous views, note several:.
1. Martyr.
2. Failure.
3. Good example.
4. Universal.

B. Among Bible believers, only two views are possible. the methods and message
of life and evangelism are affected by your view of the atonement.

1. General atonement—Christ died to save all men. The general atonement
view promotes:
a. Man centered methods and message.
b. Easy believism-a new gospel.
c. Half-truths.
d. Exaltation of man.
2. Limited atonement—Christ died to save the elect. The limited atonement
view promotes:
a. God centered methods and message.
b. Repentance and faith—Lordship.
¢. Exaltation of God.
d. Sovereignty of God.

II. Ground work of the atonement.

A. Cause of the atonement—Free and sovereign love of God.

1. Freedom from wrath—6 For when we were yet without strength, in due time
Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet
peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die. 8 But God
commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died
Jor us. 9 Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved
Jfrom wrath through him. 10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled
10 God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved
by his life. 11 And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement (Romans 5:6-11).
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2. Unstoppable love of God—35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril,
orsword? 36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are
accounted as sheep for the slaughter. 37 Nay, in all these things we are more
than conquerors through him that loved us. 38 For I am persuaded, that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present,
nor things to come, 39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be
able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord
(Romans 8:35-39).

3. Not based on our love—9 In this was manifested the love of God toward us,
because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live
through him. 10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us,
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins (I John 4:9-10).

B. Fairness of the atonement—11 (For the children being not yet born, neither
having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might
stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;) 12 It was said unto her, The elder
shall serve the younger. 13 As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I
hated. 14 What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid.
15 For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will
have compassion on whom I will have compassion. 16 So then it is not of him
that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy. 17 For the
scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up,
that I might shew my power in thee, and that my name might be declared
throughout all the earth. 18 Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy,
and whom he will he hardeneth. 19 Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth he yet
Jind fault? For who hath resisted his will? 20 Nay but, O man, who art thou that
repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, Why hast
thou made me thus? 21 Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump
10 make one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour? 22 What if God,
willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much
longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction: 23 And that he might make
known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore prepared
unto glory, 24 Even us, whom he hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of the
Gentiles? 25 As he saith also in Osee, I will call them my people, which were not
my people; and her beloved, which was not beloved (Romans 9:11-25). i

C. Foreordination of God—And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him,
whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain Jfrom the
Joundation of the world (Revelation 13:8); 19 But with the precious blood of
Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: 20 Who verily was
Jforeordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last
times for you (I Peter 1:19-20).

D. Blood and death are inseparable—9 Much more then, being now justified by his
blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. 10 For if, when we were
enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being
reconciled, we shall be saved by his life (Romans 5:9-10)..

1. Penalty of sin is death.

2. Shedding of blood is visible evidence.
3. Christ is the Passover Lamb.

4. Blood is not a magic potion.

E. General aspect of the death of Christ.
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1. Death and atonement not always synonymous.
2. Death and obedience did more than atone for the elect.
a. Authority over all flesh—But there were false prophets also among the
people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall
bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and
bring upon themselves swift destruction (II Peter 2:1 ); As thou hast given
him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou
hast given him (John 17:2); 8 And being found in Jashion as a man, he
humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the
cross. 9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name
which is above every name: 10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should
bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 11
And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory
of God the Father (Philippians 2:8-11); 7 Thou madest him a little lower
than the angels; thou crownedst him with glory and honour, and didst set
him over the works of thy hands: 8 Thou hast put all things in subjection
under his feet. For in that he put all in subjection under him, he left nothing
that is not put under him. But now we see not yet all things put under him
(Hebrews 2:7-8).
b. Head of the church—And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him
10 be the head over all things to the church (Ephesians 1 :22).
c. King of kings, judge, Lord, despot—For he hath put all things under his
Jeet. But when he saith all things are put under him, it is manifest that he is
excepted, which did put all things under him (I Corinthians 1 5:27).

III. Necessity of the Atonement.

A. What happened in the Garden of Eden?

1. How far did man fall?>—But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou
shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die
(Genesis 2:17); 10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 11
Thereis none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 12 They
are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none
that doeth good, no, not one.....23 For all have sinned, and come short of the
glory of God (Romans 3:10-12, 23); Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into
the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all
have sinned (Romans 5:12).

2. What is meant by death?

a. Physical death is the separation of the soul from the body—22 And it
came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into
Abraham’s bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; 23 And in hell
he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and
Lazarus in his bosom (Luke 16:22-23 );

b. Spiritual death is the separation of the soul from God—I And you hath
he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 2 Wherein in time past
Ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of
the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of dis-
obedience: 2:3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past
in the lusts of our flesh, Julfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind;
and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others, 4 But God, who
is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 5 Even when we
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were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are
saved;) (Ephesiahs 2:1-5).

3. Any other way to redeem man?—Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the
truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me (John 14:6);
Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved (Acis 4:12).

4. God’s two choices.

a. Allow man to remain lost.
b. Redeem man by the blood of Christ.

B. Three foundations for necessity of the Atonement.

1. Character of God.

a. Justice and righteousness.

b. Holiness.

2. Law of God—1I9 Now we know that what things soever the law saith, i saith
to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the
world may become guilty before God. 20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there
shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin. 21
But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being
witnessed by the law and the prophets; 22 Even the righteousness of God which
is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is
no difference: 23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God
(Romans 3:19-23).

3. Need of man.

a, Dead, defiled slaves—I And you hath he quickened, who were dead in
trespasses and sins; 2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the
course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit
that now worketh in the children of disobedience (Ephesians 2:1-2).

b. Guilty—Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to
them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the
world may become guilty before God (Romans 3:19).

IV. Nature of the Atonement.

A. Perfection of the Atonement.

1. Unique.
2. Final.

3. Satisfying.
4. Sufficient.
5. Efficient.
6. Complete.

B. Nature of the Atonement defined by our need.

1. Propitiation—that priestly work of Christ wherein He removed God’s
anger and wrath by the covering over of our sins through the substitution-
ary sacrifice of Himself to God, thus securing our acceptance before God.
a. Old Testament concept of the Atonement—Day of Atonement.

b. New Testament fulfillment of the Atonement—Herein is love, not that
we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation
Jfor our sins (I John 4:10).

2. Reconciliation—the sovereign work of God the Father in which His aliena-

tion from sinners is removed through the propitiatory sacrifice of Christ.
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a. Propitiation deals with wrath of God as enemy—10 For if, when we were
enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more,
being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. 11 And not only so, but we
also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whorn we have now
received the atonement (Romans 5:10-11).

b. Reconciliation deals with alienation in estrangement (attitude
changed)—20 And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by
him toreconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things
in earth, or things in heaven. 21 Andyou, that were sometime alienated and
enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled 22 In the
body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and
unreproveable in his sight (Colossians 1:20-22).

c. Both propitiation and reconciliation are facts—15 Having abolished in
his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinan-
ces; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; 16 And
that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain
the enmity thereby (Ephesians 2:15-16).

d. Sinners need attitude change—I8 And all things are of God, who hath
reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry
of reconciliation; 19 To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world
unto himself, not imputing their irespasses unto them; and hath committed
unto us the word of reconciliation. 20 Now then we are ambassadors for
Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s stead,
be ye reconciled to God (II Corinthians 5:18-20).

- Redemption—that priestly work of Christ wherein He delivered us from

our bondage to the Law and sin and Satan through purchase by the ransom

of His substitutionary obedience in life and death.

a. Old Testament example—28 If an ox gore a man or a woman, that they
die: then the ox shall be surely stoned, and his flesh shall not be eaten; but
the owner of the ox shall be quit. 29 But if the ox were wont 1o push with his
horn in time past, and it hath been testified to his owner, and he hath not
kept him in, but that he hath killed a man or a woman; the ox shall be
stoned, and his owner also shall be put to death. 30 If there be laid on him
a sum of money, then he shall give for the ransom of his life whatsoever is
laid upon him. 31 Whether he have gored a son, or have gored a daughter,
according to this judgment shall it be done unto him. 32 If the ox shall push
amanservant oramaidservant; he shall giveunto their master thirty shekels
of silver, and the ox shall be stoned (Exodus 21 :28-32).

b. New Testament Fulfillment in Christ.

- Expiation (sacrifice)—that priestly work of Christ wherein He removed

our sin and its guilt by offering up Himself to God in our place..

a. Christ our Passover.

b. Fulfillment of Old Testament system—Hebrews 9-10.

¢. Four Requirements of sacrifices.

(1) Without blemish.
(2) Imputation of Sin.
(3) Slaying of victim.
(4) Sprinkling of blood.

d. Sacrifice key to others.
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V. The extent of the Atonement.

A. General or Limited.
1. Human emotions, hatred, mud slinging,

2. Problem texts for particular redemption explained:

a. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own
way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all (Isaiah 53:6).

b. But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the
suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of
God should taste death for every man (Hebrews 2:9).

C. And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for
the sins of the whole world (I John 2:2).

d. For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begoiten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life (John
3:16).

B. Eight reasons why the extent of the Atonement is limited to the elect of God:

1. Unity of the plan of salvation.

a. Motive—love.

b. Purpose—to actually redeem and save.

¢. Means (a division of labor)—Elect according to the foreknowledge of God
the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprin-
kling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied
(I Peter 1:2).

(1) Father planned.
(2) Son accomplished.
(3) Holy Spirit applied.

d. Objects—the elect.

e. Harmony of the plan—to teach that the plan is in agreement when it
comes to motive, purpose, means, but not to objects is to deny harmony
of the plan.

. Unity of the Godhead—Trinity.

a. The Godhead is never divided; Trinity must agree.

b. General Atonement has the Spirit out of step with Father and Son who
want all saved.

c. In the general atonement concept, the Spirit only saves a portion of
those whom God elected and for whom the Son died.

. Harmony of the work of Christ.

a. Two roles: sacrifice and intercession—Who is he that condemneth? It is
Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand
of God, who also maketh intercession for us (Romans 8:34); 24 But this
man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood. 25
Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God
by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. 26 For such an
high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from
sinners, and made higher than the heavens; 27 Who needeth not daily, as
those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for
t;l; feople 's: for this he did once, when he offered up himself (Hebrews

:24-27).
b. Objects of sacrifice are objects of intercession.
¢. Impossible to separate harmony of Christ’s work.
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4. Efficacy of Christ’s intercession.

a. God the Father hears and answers God the Son—Ard [ knew that thou
hearest me always: but because of the people which stand by I said i, that
they may believe that thou hast sent me (John 11:42).

b. For whom does Christ intercede?—9 I pray for them: I pray not for the
world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they are thine. 20 Neither
pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through
their word; 24 Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be
with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given
me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world (John 17:9, 20,
24); 37 All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh
to me I will in no wise cast out. 38 For I came down from heaven, not to
do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me. 39 And this is the Father’s
will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose
nothing, but should raise it up agair. at the last day (John 6:37-39).

c. Is Christ a faithful High Priest or an inferior one?—Thou madest him a
litrle lower than the angels; thou crownedst him with glory and honour, and
didst set him over the works of thy hands (Hebrews 2:7).

5. Extent of the Atonement is determined by the nature of atonement itself.

a. Did Christ accomplish atonement?—11 But Christ being come an high
Ppriest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not
made with hands, that is to say, not of this building; 12 Neither by the blood
of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy
Place, having obtained eternal redemption for us (Hebrews 9:11-12).

b. What did Christ accomplish?

(1) Christ propitiated (satisfied) the justice of God—Whom God hath
set forth 1o be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his
righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the for-
bearance of God (Romans 3:25); Wherefore in all things it behoved him
to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and
[faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation
Jfor the sins of the people (Hebrews 2:17).

(2) Christ reconciled His people to God, and removed the enmity be-
tween them and God—TFor if, when we were enemies, we were
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being recon-
ciled, we shall be saved by his life (Romans 5:10); Now then we are
ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we
pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God (II Corinthians
3:20).

(3) Christ redemmed sinners from the curse of the law—Christ hath
redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it
is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a iree (Galatians 3:13).

(4) Christ made substitutionary sacrifice for sins—9:28 So Christ was
once offered 1o bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him
shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.....10:10 By
the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all. 11 And every priest standeth daily ministering and
offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take away

Sins.....18 Now where remission of these is, there is no more offering for
sin (Hebrews 9:28-10:18).
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(5) Christ expiated (bore the penalty for sin}—21 For even hereunto were
ye called: because Christ aiso suffered for us, leaving us an example,
that ye should follow his steps: 22 Who did no sin, neither was guile
Jound in his mouth: 23 Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again;
when he suffered, he threatened not; but commitied himself to him that
Judgeth righteously: 24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own body
on the iree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness:
by whose stripes ye were healed (I Peter 2:21-24 ).

¢. Christ actually atoned for sinners and did not simply make atonement

possible—S8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we

were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, being now
justified by his blood, we shail be saved from wrath through him. 10 For
if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his

Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life, 11 And

not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by

whom we have now received the atonement (Romans 5:83-10).

6. Old Testament iype.

a. Old Testament sacrifices were for whom?—15 Then Shall he kill the goat
of the sin offering, that is for the Ppeople, and bring his blood within the vail,

and do with that blood as he did with the blood of the bullock, and sprinkle
it upon the mercy seat, and before the mercy seat: 16 And he shall make an
atonement for the holy place, because of the uncleanness of the children of
Israel, and because of their iransgressions in all their sins: and so shall he

do for the tabernacle of the congregation, that remaineth among them in
the midst of their uncleanness. 17 And there shall be no man in the

tabernacle of the congregation when he goeth in io make an atonement in
the holy place, until he come out, and have made an aionement for himself,

and for his household, and for ail the congregation of Israel....20 And when

he hath made an end of reconciling the holy place, and the tabernacle of
the congregation, and the aliar, he shall bring the live goat: 21 And Aaron

shall lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and confess over
him all the iniguities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions
in all their sins, putting them upon the head of the goat, and shall send him
away by the hand of a fit man into the wilderness (Leviticus 16:15-17, 20,

21).

- Old Testament type was fulfilied by Christ—8 He was taken from prison
and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? jor he was cut
off out of the land of the Ii ving: for the transgression of miy people was he
stricken. 9 And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his
death; because he had done no violence, neitherwas anydeceit in his mouth.
10 Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise hirm; he hath put him to grief: when
thou shalt malke his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall
prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shail prosper in his hand.
11 He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his
knowledge shall my righteous servant Justify many; for he shall bear their
iniquities. 12 Therefore will I divide him a Pportion with the great, and he
shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul
unto death: and he was numbered with the iransgressors; and he bare the
sin of many, and made intercession Jor the transgressors (Isaiah 53:8-1 2);
Wherefore in all things it behoved him 1o be made like unio his brethren,
that he might be a merciful and Jaithful high priest in things Dertaining to
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God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people (Hebrews 2:17); And
she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall
save his people from their sins (Matthew 1:21).

7. Biblical teaching of the Covenant.

a. Death of Christ must be understood in terms of a covenant—And I will
putenmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed;
it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel (Genesis 3:15); Now
the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that
great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant
(Hebrews 13:20).

b. Christ died for all in the covenant.

(1)Seed of Abraham—I6 Now to Abraham and his seed were the
promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one,
And to thy seed, which is Christ......29 And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye
Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise (Galatians 3:16,
29); For verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on
him the seed of Abraham (Hebrews 2:16).

(2) Children of promise—Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the children
of promise (Galatians 4:28).

(3) Father’s gift to the Son—Al that the Father giveth me shall come to
me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out (John 6:37);
2 As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal
life to as many as thou hast given him.....6 I have manifested thy name
unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine they were,
and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word.....9 I pray for
them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me;
Jor they are thine (John 17:2, 6, 9).

(4) Sheep for whom Christ died—11 I am the good shepherd: the good
shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.....14 I am the good shepherd, and
know my sheep, and am known of mine.....16 And other sheep I have,
which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear
my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.....26 But ye
believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you. 27 My
sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 28 And I
give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any
man pluck them out of my hand. 29 My Father, which gave them me, is
greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s
hand (John 10:11, 14, 16, 26-29).

(5) General atonement destroys the idea of a covenant.

8. Life-union with Christ—9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy
calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and
grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began, 10 But is now
made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath
abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the
gospel (I Timothy 1:9-10); 1 Ifye then be risen with Christ, seek those things
which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 2 Set your
affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For Ye are dead, and
Yyour life is hid with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is our life, shall appear,
then shall ye also appear with him in glory (Colossians 3:1 -4); 3 Know ye not,
that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his
death? 4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as
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Christ was raised up from the dead by the giory of the Father, even so we also

should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been planted together in the

likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: 6

Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might

be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. 7 For he that is dead is

freed from sin. 8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also
live with him: 9 Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more;
death hath no more dominion over him. 10 For in that he died, he died unto
sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. 11 Likewise reckon ye also

Yyourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ

our Lord (Romans 6:3-11).

a. Two Adams, federal headship—I2 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered
into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that
all have sinned: 13 (For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not
imputed when there is no law. 14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam
1o Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam’s
transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come. 15 But not as the
offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one many be
dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one
man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many. 16 And not as it was by one
that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment was by one to condemnation, but
the free gift is of many offences unto justification. 17 For if by one man’s
offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of
grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.)
18 Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to
condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon
all men unio justification of life. 19 For as by one man’s disobedience many
were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made
righteous. 20 Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But
where sin abounded, grace did much more abound: 21 That as sin hath
reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto
eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord (Romans 5:12-21).

b. Identity of Christ with those for whom He died!—15 For ye have not
received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit
of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 16 The Spirit itself beareth
witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 17 And if children,
then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer
with him, that we may be also glorified together (Romans 8:15-17).
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The resurrection of Jesus from the grave is central to the gospel
message. If the resurrection is not a reality, then we spread false-
hood and of all men are most miserable, having no hope.But praise
be to God the resurrection is TRUE!!!! 1 Moreover, brethren, I
declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye
have received, and wherein ye stand; 2 By which also ye are saved, if
ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed
in vain. 3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which 1 also received,
how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 4 And that
he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the
scriptures: 5 And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: 6 After
that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the
greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. 7 After
that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. 8 And last of all he
was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time I Corinthians
15:1-8).

A. The resurrection is misrepresented by the world.

1. Easter Sunday is set aside by the world to allegedly commemorate the
resurrection of Jesus. Now I don’t believe in Easter, but I do believe in the
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

a. The pagan origin of Easter resulted when apostate churches incor-
porated their heathen customs into religious practices to make their
churches more acceptable to the heathen.

(1) Easter Sunday falls on the first Sunday after the first full moon, after
the vernal equinox. We are on this little ball we call Earth which

makes an orbit around the sun once every 365 days and so many
minutes. As a result, every four years we have what we call Leap Year
to keep us in line. If we didn’t have that Leap Year every four years,
the first thing you know we’d be having snow in July and heat waves
in December. So to keep things balanced we do this. As the earth
makes its orbit around the sun it is also spinning on its axis. That’s
why you have 24 hours—12 hours a night season and 12 hours in the
day season. As this great earth of ours makes this orbit, it tilts on its
axis. We say the sun travels down south of the equator, and about
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December twenty-first it stops its southern trek and begins to move
back into the northern hemisphere. When the sun crosses the
equator on its journey back to the northern hemisphere, that’s called
the vernal equinox. And the first full moon after the sun makes its
passage across the equator, the first full moon followed by the first
Sunday is called Easter.

(2) According to the heathen culture, something goes wrong with little
bunny rabbits and they hop around and lay hard-boiled chicken eggs!
Somehow or another this is all supposed to be related to the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ. No matter how you slice into that stuff, it
won’t cut it!

(3) Easter is mentioned in the King James translation of the Bible—And
when he [King Herod) had apprehended him [Peter], he put him in
prison, and delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers to keep him;
intending after Easter [Greek, pascha, passover] to bring him forth to
the people (Acts 12:4). If you have any kind of marginal reference in
your Bible, you will see the word Passover as a notation for Easter.
You can look-up this word in any Greek concordance and see that
the translation of the Greek word pascha is passover. The translation
of pascha as Easter is unfortunate, so you cannot build your belief in
Easter on this passage of Scripture.

B. The resurrection of Jesus Christ is remembered in the Lord’s churches on the
first day of each week—1I9 Then the same day at evening, being the first day of
the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear
of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be
unto you. 20 And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands and his
side. Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the LORD. 21 Then said Jesus
to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send Iyou
(John 20:19-21); And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came
together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow;
and continued his speech until midnight (Acts 20:1); Upon the first day of the
week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that
there be no gatherings when I come (I Corinthians 16:2).

II. The resurrection of Jesus is central to Christian faith.

A. Our preaching is in vain without the resurrection—And if Christ be not risen,
then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain (I Corinthians 15:14). The
word vain means empty, meaningless. If Christ be not resurrected, my preach-
ing is meaningless, serves no value at all, and has no power.

B. Our faith is in vain without the resurrection—And if Christ be not risen, then
is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain (I Corinthians 15:14). Let’s
look at some of the things you and I have received by faith:

1. Life—He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth
not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him (John 3:36).
We believed on the Son expecting to receive life. But we have no life if
Christ be not resurrected.

2. Justification—Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ: 2 By whom also we have access by faith into
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this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God (Romans

5:1-2).

a. Justification is a judicial act of God whereby the person who believes on
the Lord Jesus Christ has a stand before God that is absolutely perfect.

b. Note that the repentant sinner’s stand before God is perfect; the sinner
is still a sinner, but he now stands justified before God by a judicial act
of God where God declares him to be righteous. When a repenting
sinner, brought under conviction by the Spirit of God, is hauled before
God, hopelessly and helplessly lost, doomed, damned and ruined, and
the Judge of all the earth addresses that sinner’s conscience and says,
You ought to go to Hell! The sinner remorsefully says, I agree. And God
continues, But my Son, Jesus Christ, died for you. Do you believe that? And
the repentant sinner replies, 7 agree. Then God proclaims, Then based
upon what my Son did for you, I hereby declare you to be righteous! That’s
a declaration!!! :

c. Justification is not based on anything the sinner did, does, or will
do—Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to
his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the
Holy Ghost; 6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our
Saviour; 7 That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs
according to the hope of eternal life (Titus 3:5-7).

d. Justification is based upon everything that Christ did for the sinner; and
we who by faith believe on the Lord Jesus Christ stand before God, the
God of all the universe, Who declares us to be righteous—Who was
delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification
(Romans 4:25).

e. But if Christ be not risen then our stand before God is hopeless, and all
of us will go to Hell being idolaters, worshiping a dead Jesus.

C. We have no forgiveness without the resurrection—5 Having predestinated us
unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good
pleasure of his will, 6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made
us accepted in the beloved. 7 In whom we have redemption through his blood,
the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace (Ephesians 1:5-7).

D. All who preach Christ are false witnesses if Christ be not risen from the dead,
because we've testified of God that He raised up Christ—Yea, and we are found
false witnesses of God; because we have testified of God that he raised up Christ:
whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not (I Corinthians 15:15).

E. The bodies of dead loved ones will stay dead forever, like the rocks of the
earth, if Christ be not raised—16 For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ
raised: 17 And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. 18
Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. 19 If in this life only
we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable (I Corinthians
15:16-19). Thank God, Up from the grave He arose with a mighty triumph o’er
His foes. He arose the victor from the dark domain, and lives forever with His
saints to reign. Hallelujah! Christ arose!

III. Theresurrection of Jesus Christ is a cardinal point to the gospel—3
For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that
Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 4 And that he was
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buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures
(I Corinthians 15:3-4).

A. Cardinal means of first importance; chief, fundamental. Simplyspeaking, the
gospel concerns the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ, according to the
Scriptures.

B. Without the resurrection, the gospel is useless! The resurrection is an essen-
tial part (fundamental) of the gospel.
C. Theresurrectionof Christ is absolutelyvital to my salvation and to yours—For

Tam not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation
lo every one thax believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek (Romans 1:1 6).

Confession of belief in the resurrection of Christ is essential for
salvation—9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus,
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the
dead, thou shait be saved. 10 For with the heart man believeth unto
righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation
(Romans 10:9-10).

A. 1 believe in the resurrection of Jesus Christ, the Son of God! On April 14,
1990, I commemorated my fiftieth scriptural birthday. 1have been a Christian
50 years! That’s older than some of you have been on this globe. Physically if
I live until October Il be 69, but I don’t look 2 day over 68. But I remember
the night I was saved just as vividly as though it happened just a minute ago.
When the preacher showed me Romans 10:9-10, he had me read it again and
again!

B. The resurrection is very vital in the salvation of one’s soull—3 Blessed be the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy
hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead, 4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not
away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 Who are kept by the power of God through
Jaith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time (I Peter 1:3-5).



